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Our Mission
Statement

It is the mission of the Highwood
Public Schools to provide
educational excellence that
meets the individual learning
needs of every student with the
expectation that all students will
reach their highest potential with
the skills and knowledge to
become successful, productive
citizens in a changing society.

Superintendent’s
Message

Dear Highwood School Families,
Community Members, and
Friends,

April Showers Bring May Flowers-
although here in Montana, it
sometimes feels like those flowers
might still be peeking through a
layer of fresh snow. Even so, the
changing season is a reminder
that the end of another incredible
school year is quickly
approaching!

The past few weeks have been
especially busy and rewarding.
Our 8-12 band and choir students
represented Highwood with pride
at the District Music Festival,
earning high marks and praise.
One of our soloists qualified for
the State Music Festival and will

FROM THE OFFICE

be performing in Helena on May
2" We are also looking forward to
one of our favorite spring
traditions, the Spring Concert and
Art Walk, on May 7th at 6:30 PM.
This event is a wonderful
opportunity to showcase the
creativity and talent of our
students, both musically and
artistically.

On May 12th, we will be hosting
the Highwood School Sports
Physical Clinic with Zanto Medical
Clinic. This provides a convenient
opportunity for students planning
to participate in athletics next
school year to complete their
required physicals early. Taking
care of this now helps ensure a
smooth start to fall sports and
allows families to be better
prepared. The required forms are
available on the website.

Our middle school students will be
heading out on their trip May 14-
15. They will travel to Fairmont and
explore Lewis and Clark Caverns,
along with other educational
stops. These experiences extend
learning beyond the classroom
and create lasting memories for
our students.

Meanwhile, our student-athletes
continue to work hard and find
success in track and golf! As post
season competitions approach,
we are proud of their dedication,

sportsmanship, and
representation of Highwood
School.

May also brings a bittersweet
milestone as we prepare to honor
and celebrate our graduating
seniors. To Judah, Treyton, and
Alex, we are incredibly proud of
you all. Your contributions to
Highwood School, whether in the
classroom, through extra-
curricular activities, or in
leadership roles, have made a
lasting impact. We wish you the
very best as you take your next
steps and we look forward to all
you will accomplish in the years
ahead! Graduation will be held on
May 23rd at 6:00 PM. Please join us
to celebrate the Class of 2026!

As we close out the school year, |
want to thank our entire school
community. To our staff, your
dedication, care, and
commitment do not go unnoticed.
To our families, thank you for your
continued partnership and
support. And to our students,
thank you for the energy,
curiosity, and positivity you bring
to our school each and every day. |
encourage families to  stay
engaged and support students in
finishing Highwood STRONG. |
wish everyone a safe, restful, and
enjoyable summer! We look
forward to welcoming students
and staff back in August, ready for
another vyear of learning and
growth!

Sincerely,

Ms. Brianna Bowman
Superintendent of Highwood
Public Schools
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR

Important School
Dates

May 2: State Music Festival
May 5: 4"/5" Gr. Ag Day Field Trip
May 7: Spring Concert (PreK-12)

May 8: 2" Gr.
Breakfast @ 8:15 AM

May 9: Chess Tournament

Mother’s Day

May 10: May After-School Program
Payment Due

May 10: 39" Annual Fireman’s
Mother’s Day Breakfast @ 8:00 AM
-1.00 PM

May 11: 4™/5" Gr. Helena Heritage
Center Field Trip

May 12: Highwood School Sports
Physical Clinic

May 12: 3™ Gr. Rocky Boy Buffalo
Project Field Trip

May 14: Broadwater Hot Springs
Field Trip

May 14-15: Middle School Trip
May 15: 2"9/3™ Gr. Cabin Field Trip

May 22: Last Day of School for
Seniors

May 22: High School Athletic
Awards @ 6 PM

May 23: Graduation @ 6 PM
May 25: No School - Memorial Day

May 28: Elementary Academic
Awards @ 9 AM

May 28: Middle School Academic &
Athletic Awards @ 1PM

May 28: Last Day of School

May 14: Madison |.

May 20: Mr. Gondeiro
May 21: Maverick P.

May 26: Emmalee Kay G.
May 27: Braxton C.

May 29: Adelynne B.
May 29: Reid B.

May 31: Zion M.

May Birthdays

May 1: David D.
May 3: Eden M.
May 4: Aiden G.
May 5: Mrs. Bushong

MS Track Dates

May 1 (Fri): Highwood / St. Patrick’s
Invite @ Great Falls

May 8 (Fri): Choteau MS Meet @
Choteau

May 9 (Sat): North Star Meet @
Havre

May 13 (Wed): 9C District HS Meet
@ Havre

May 20 - 21 (Wed - Thu): Northern
C Divisional Meet @ Great Falls

HS Track Dates

May 2 (Sat): Celtic Classic @
Great Falls

May 4 (Mon): Jason Groseclose
Memorial @ Rudyard

May 5 (Tue): Cascade Top 8 @
Great Falls

May 8 (Fri): Fergus Booster Invite
@ Lewistown

May 9 (Sat): Al Walker Memorial
Stillwater Meet @ Laurel

May 13 (Wed): 9C District HS Meet
@ Havre

May 20 - 21 (Wed - Thu): Northern
C Divisional Meet @ Great Falls

May 28 - 30 (Thu - Sat): MHSA
Class A - C State Track @ Laurel

HS Golf Dates

May 1 (Fri): Choteau Class C @
Choteau Country Club (Choteau)

May 2 (Sat): Highwood
Tournament @ Signal Point Golf
Club (Fort Benton)

May 6 (Wed): Last Ditch Qualifier
Tournament @ Judith Shadows
Golf Course(Lewistown)

May 11 (Mon): Western C Divisional
Tournament @ Marias Valley
Country Club (Shelby)

May 18 - 20 (Mon - Wed): State C
Tournament @ Marias Valley
Country Club (Shelby)

Sports Schedules

All sports schedules are subject to
change due to referee shortages
or for other reasons out of our
control. Please be sure to check
the school website for up-to-date
schedules.

School Building
Entry

To ensure the safety of all
students and staff, Highwood
School will continue to keep all
outside doors locked from 8:15 AM
to 3:23 PM on school days. Anyone
entering the building after 8:15 AM
must ring the doorbell and
identify themselves. Once inside,
visitors are required to sign in at
the office. We also kindly ask
parents to wait outside until the
final bell rings at the end of the
school day_to help keep the
entryway clear and accessible.
Thank you for your cooperation in
keeping our school safe.
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HIGHWOOD HAPPENINGS

Donors Choose

Donors Choose is featured on the
Highwood School website as an
easy and meaningful way to
directly support our classrooms.
Through Donors Choose, teachers
can request specific materials and
resources their students need,
and community members can
choose projects to fund that
matter most to them. It’'s a simple
way to make a direct impact on
student learning and help our
classrooms continue to thrive.

Spring Concert:
May 7t

The Highwood School K-12 Spring
Concert will be held on Thursday,
May 7th, at 6:30 PM. Students from
all grade levels will be performing
a variety of music they have been
preparing throughout the
semester. The concert is a great
opportunity to celebrate student
growth and enjoy an evening of
music from our school musicians.
Families and community members
are encouraged to attend and
support the students.

Annual 2" Grade
Mother’s Day
Breakfast: May 8"

To celebrate all that you do, the 2"
grade class would like to honor the
2" grade moms, step-moms, and
other special people in their lives
with a light breakfast. Guests will
enjoy coffee, juice, fruit, and
pastries while spending time with
their student. The 2" Grade Class

is excited to host its Annual
Mother’s Day Breakfast, beginning
at 8:30 AM to 10:00 AM! Please
RSVP by May 4th. We hope you can
join us for this special morning!

Preparing Your
Child for Learning
Workshop: May
19

Parents of incoming K1, K2, 1st, and
2nd grade students are strongly
encouraged to attend  the
“Preparing Your Child for Learning”
Workshop on Tuesday, May 19th at
5:30 PM in the school library. Ms.
Coleman will share simple,
practical strategies that families
can use in everyday life to support
learning at home. These tips are
designed to help children stay
engaged in learning, problem-
solving, and critical thinking skills,
making for a smoother transition
back into school in the fall. We
hope to see many families there
for this helpful and informative
session.

For Sale:
Yearbooks &
Calendars

The 2024-2025 yearbooks are now
available for purchase for $45.00.
Please make checks payable to
Highwood School and include
“YearbooKk” in the memo line. The
2025-2026 Smithsonian
Calendars are also available for
$10.00. Thank vyou for vyour
continued support!

State Testing
Updates:
Grades 3-8

The Montana Aligned to Standards
Through-Year (MAST) Program
features a series of short,
standards-aligned math and ELA
tests that are administered
throughout the vyear. The third
testing window will be open from
March 30" through May 22nd. The
goal of this assessment is to
develop a system that provides
timely and relevant feedback for
teachers and students, as well as
comparable summative data for
education leaders. Along with this,
students in Grades 5 and 8 will
participate in the annual
administration of the state
Science Assessment this spring. If
you have any questions regarding
testing, please reach out to Ms.
Bowman at
bbowman@highwood.k12.mt.us.

Food Allergies

The breakfast and lunch program
at Highwood School is nut-free.
The school building itself is not a
nut-free zone. However, the school
is committed to keeping the
building safe for all students by
prohibiting food in common areas.
If your child has a food allergy and
plans to eat breakfast or lunch at
the school, the school is required
to have documentation of the

allergy (from a medical
professional) to keep on file. When
birthday or party treats are

provided in  the classroom,
students must choose from the list
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HIGHWOOD HAPPENINGS

of Highwood School Acceptable
Treats. Food is NOT permitted on
the school bus routes or activity
buses during school trips. More
information regarding the School
Peanut/Tree Nut Allergy
Agreement can be found in the
Student Handbook.

COMMUNICATION
STATION

Stay Up-To-Date

Stay up-to date by consistently
checking the Weekly Bulletin
(published every Thursday), the

Monthly Newsletter, and the
Mountaineer Minute! The
Mountaineer Minute offers a

convenient two-week preview of
field trips, athletic events, bus
times, and more, making it easy to
plan ahead. All publications are
available on the school website. If
you would like a hard copy, stop by
the school any time! We strongly
encourage you to explore other
helpful areas of the website:

* News - Important updates and

announcements

* Athletics - Schedules,
streaming, and volunteer
agreements

e Calendars - Field Trips, school
events, dress-up days, and
more

¢ Resources - Forms, schedules,
and more

e Support our School - Donors
Choose, school debit card, box
topics, and more

¢ Community Section - Local
events, resources, and
opportunities

You can also stay informed by

following our Highwood School

Facebook page, where we share
reminders, highlights, and
celebrations from around the
school. The link to our Facebook
page is also located under the
“News” dropdown on the website.
We encourage all families and
community members to visit our
website and Facebook page
regularly for the latest information.
Thank you for helping us stay
connected!

ClassDojo

ClassDojo is a communication
platform with parents for all
students. This page shares
important information such as
announcements, events, news,
athletic schedules, field trip
details, and important deadlines.
Please check ClassDojo regularly
to stay informed and connected
throughout the school year. Thank
you for your support, we look
forward to keeping everyone in the
loop. If you have not yet been
connected to ClassDojo, the QR
codes for entry are on the website
under “Student Resources.”

Infinite Campus-
Parent Portal

Parents may create a parent
account in Infinite Campus to
access their children’s grades,
attendance, meal balance, and
receive instant messages from
the school. If you have not created
an account or have forgotten your
login information, please contact
the school office.

COUNSELOR’S
CORNER

Mental Health
Support

Highwood School is partnering
with parentguidance.org to
provide education and
therapeutic support to empower
and give families support for their
child’s mental health. As parents
in our district, you can now go to
parentguidance.org and take part
in several on-demand courses
covering a variety of topics. The
link to these courses can be found
on the Highwood School Website
under “Resources.”

Selective Service

Under federal law, virtually all men
must register with the Selective
Service within 30 days of their 18th
birthday. The Selective Service
System also accepts early
submissions of registration
information by 17-year-old men.
The Agency holds their registration
information and automatically
enters their data into the system
when they turn 18. The fastest way
to register is at: www.sss.gov

Montana Cares

Highwood is participating in the
Montana Cares app, and aside
from anonymous reporting, the
app can help connect you with:
therapists, crisis counselors,
abuse or violence intervention,
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HIGHWOOD HAPPENINGS

food insecurity, housing problems,
and more. You can reach out
through the app for yourself or
someone else. Download the app
and search for Highwood School.

MOUNTAINEER

HIGHLIGHTS

Spring Sports
Schedule

Spring sports season is flying by,
bringing excitement and
competition outdoors. Track and
golf are underway, and it’s great to
see our student-athletes back in
action. As always, spring weather
can be unpredictable, which may
lead to schedule changes, delays,
or cancellations. We encourage
everyone to regularly check the
active schedule on the school
website to stay up to date with the
most accurate information. Your
flexibility and support are greatly
appreciated during this time.

We look forward to a great season.
Come out and support the
Mountaineers!

SMALL TOWN
SCOOP

Piano Recital: May
2nd

Natalie Faltin will be hosting a
Piano Recital on Saturday, May 2",
at 2:00 PM, at Our Saviors Lutheran
Church in Great Falls. Students

who have been taking piano
lessons with Natalie at the school
will be performing and
showcasing all of their hard work
and progress. We invite families
and community members to come
out and support these talented
students!

39th Annual
Fireman’s
Mother’s Day
Breakfast: May 10"

Mother’s Day is on Sunday, May
10" this year! The Highwood Fire
Department will be hosting its
Annual Mother’s Day Breakfast
from 8:00 AM to 1:00 PM. Come on
down to Highwood Public School
to enjoy the great food the
firemmen cook up, great company,
and celebrate the amazing
mothers in our lives! Mothers eat
for free, and all others pay by
donation. There will be door prizes
for mothers as welll We hope to
see you there!

Fire Extinguishers
Service & Replace:
May 117"

The Highwood Fire Department
invites community members to
bring their fire extinguishers to the
fire hall for inspection and
servicing. Please drop off your
extinguishers any time before May
11th, ensuring that each one is
clearly labeled with your name and
phone number. Fasst Fire
Extinguisher Services will be on-
site at the fire hall on May 11th at

9:00 AM to service existing
extinguishers and provide new
ones for purchase. We strongly
encourage everyone to take
advantage of this opportunity.
Community participation helps
ensure continued service visits
and support for Highwood. If you
have any questions or concerns,
please contact Highwood
Volunteer Fire Chief Rudi
Birgenheier at (406) 788-0231, or
reach out to any Highwood
Volunteer Fire Department
member.

Highwood
Women’s Club
Softball
Tournament

Dust off your mitt and start
stretching now! (No, really — we
don’t want anyone pulling a
hammie!) The Third Annual
Highwood Summer Slam Softball
Tournament is officially set for
Saturday, May 30, and it’s time to
start building your dream team.
Between now and then, gather
your friends, family members,
coworkers, or former teammates
and register for a full day of fun,
friendly competition, and
community spirit. The tournament
is open to both adults and high
school students, making it a great
opportunity for multi-generational
teams to hit the field together.
Team registration is $150 per team,
with a minimum of eight players
per team. Be sure to secure your
spot by registering before May
20th. To sign up, call or text Leah
Johnson at (406) 210-2852.
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HIGHWOOD HAPPENINGS

Concessions and kids’ activities
will be available throughout the
day, so even those who aren’t
playing can enjoy the festivities.
Mark your calendars, round up
your roster, and get ready for a
great day at the ballpark!

Senior Center
Updates

The HIGHWOOD SENIOR CENTER is
open for business! Come on down
any Monday or Thursday at noon
for a great meal. Anyone of any
age is welcome for a suggested
donation of $6.00. The Highwood
Senior Center is seeking a reliable
and friendly cook to prepare 8-10
meals per month on Mondays and
Thursdays. This position includes
meal planning, food shopping, and
approximately 60 hours of work
per month. Pay: $15 per hour, with
opportunities for raises. Please
contact Alice Iverson at 406-733-
2138 for more information.

Women’s Open
Gym

All women and girls 12 years old
and up are welcome to join us
Monday evenings throughout the
summer for open gym (if you are
younger than 12 and want to
come, come anyway! We might be
able to get you in if numbers are
low). We will plan on 6-8 PM. The
first and third Mondays of each
month we will play basketball and
the second and fourth Mondays
we will play volleyball. Come in,
get some exercise, hone your
volleyball and basketball skills and
get some social time with other

women in the community! If you
have questions contact Jenna
Baum at 406-781-6762.

2026 VBS: July 6-
10

Vacation Bible School is coming
this summer! Children ages 4
through those who have
completed 5th grade are invited
to attend a fun and engaging
week of activities. The program
will be held July 6-10 from 9:00-
11:30 AM at the hall. Participants
can look forward to a variety of
exciting experiences, including
games, lessons, and activities
designed to make learning fun
and meaningful. Additional details
and registration information will
be shared at a later date. Please
mark your calendars and plan to
join us for a great week!

Azure Standard

Azure Standard is offering organic,
non-GMO, and bulk groceries and
household products. First-time
customers can use NEW10 (10% off
S50-8100) or NEWI15 (15% off
$100+). Two percent of sales from
this drop will support our local
youth group. Questions? Contact
Kirsten Brady (406)231-9399 or
Stevy Rood (406)868-2563.

Dolly Parton’s
Imagination
Library

Children, ages birth to 5, who live
within the Sun River Electric

Cooperative service territory, are
eligible to sign up for free Kkids
books! You can register online at
https://imaginationlibrary.com/us
a/affiliate/MTSUNRIVER/ Thank
you to Sun River Electric
Cooperative for sponsoring this
program!

Hunter Education
and Bow Hunter
Education
Classes: May1-2 &
May 8-9 (Bow)

Highwood  will host Hunter
Education and Bowhunter
Education classes this spring at
the Highwood Community Hall.
Hunter Education will be held
Friday, May 1 from 6:00-9:00 PM
and Saturday, May 2 from 9:00
AM-4:.00 PM (please bring a
lunch). Bowhunter Education will
take place Friday, May 8 from
6:00-9:00 PM and Saturday, May 9
starting at 2:00 AM, including the
required field exercise and
testing. A live fire exercise will be
conducted, so students must
bring hearing protection (safety
glasses provided). All hunters born
after January 1, 1985 must
complete certification.  Youth
must be at least 11 years old and
turn 12 by January 16, 2027 (must
be 12 to bow hunt). Register at
fwp.mt.gov/education/hunter. For
more information, contact Dan
Grove at 406-733-2125 or 406-750-
9470, or Scott Tinklenberg at 406-
733-2314.
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FUN & GAMES

m—

Jokes of the
Month

Q1: Where do baby cats go
swimming?

Q2: When do monkeys fall from
the sky?

Q3: Why do students wear a cap
to graduation?

Word Search of
the Month
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Flower
Spring
School
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Green
Baseball
Allergy
Graduate
Memorial

Sudoku of the
Month

413 2187
7|8 219
8 614
3l |2 7/9|8
4 3 i
8 1 413
9|2 5 3|7
2 3
G(4]|8|1|7]9

Quote of the
Month

“May is the most beautiful month
of the year, a month alive with
warm color. The flowers and trees
are in full bloom, and even the sun
joins this rhapsody be emitting
warmer rays.”

~Lillian Berliner

Did you know?

May is National Photography
Month. Focus your attention on
sharpening your skills. Master the
art of composition or learn how to
use that fancy camera you bought.
The entire month is dedicated to
photography.

Maze of the Month
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Month
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Down:
1.A school outing to learn
outside the classroom.
2.Winter, Summer, & _________ &
Fall
4. A person who helps students
learn new things
6.Warm light from the sky on a
clear day
Across:
3. Eating a meal outdoors, often
on a blanket
5.A place where flowers or
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HIGHWOOD WOMEN’'S CLUB PRESENTS:

The 3rd {finnual

the 39 A;mual Fireman’s- Y HIGHWOOD
Widther’s: Dy SUMMER SLAM
Brearijast QoL Toor

Sunday May 10th
8 AM - 1 PM SATURDAY, MAY 30, 2026

Wither's: edt for freel

Come on down to Highwood Public School to enjoy the great food
the firemen cook up, great company, and celebrate the amazing
mothers in our lives! Mothers eat for free, and all others by donation.

There will be door prizes for mothers as welll We hope to see you

there! OPEN TO HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS AND ADULTS
Highwood Public Schools $150/TEAM-REGISTER BY MAY 20TH
160 West St S

Highwood, MT 59450

Call/Text Leah at 406-210-2852 to register

Concessions and kids activities available!
Plan to bring your own lawn chairs/shade.

T

MAY 12, 2026

v
8:00am~12:00pm
When: Friday, May 8", from 8:30 am to 10:00 am.

Where: Please wait in the lunchroom or by the office until -Alleviate Back-to-School Stress-

after announcements for your child to come and escort you - Sigll your child up for our Sllriﬂg spﬂl'ts physigal clinic
t breakfast. 5

o our e held at Highwood School. ]

To register, simply call **406-622-9011**

You can find the necessary forms online at
**zantomedicalcenter.com** or obtain them from your
participating school office.

+Participants will receive a free T-Shirt*
= = ‘

\

Zanto Medical Center

What: To celebrate all that you do, we want to honor our

moms, step-moms, or any other special person in our lives

with a light breakfast. We will have coffee, juice, fruit, and
pastries for the 2™ grade moms.

The 2" grade class is hosting their Annual 2™ Grade
Mother’s Day Breakfast! Please RSVP by May 4. We hope
you can make it!




CHOUTEAU COUNTY LIBRARY
2026 HIGHWOOD INTEREST SURVEY

THIS SURVEY IS INTENDED FOR RESIDENTS OF CHOUTEAU
COUNTY, INCLUDING THOSE LIVING IN HIGHWOOD,
MONTANA, AND SURROUNDING AREAS SUCH AS SHONKIN
AND MONTAGUE. YOU DO NOT NEED TO LIVE IN
HIGHWOOD SPECIFICALLY TO PARTICIPATE; HOWEVER,
YOU MUST BE A RESIDENT OF CHOUTEAU COUNTY.

THIS IS A BRIEF SURVEY OPEN TO INDIVIDUALS OF ALL
AGES. PLEASE COMPLETE ONLY ONE RESPONSE PER
PERSON. MULTIPLE RESPONSES PER HOUSEHOLD ARE
WELCOME, AS LONG AS EACH IS COMPLETED BY A
DIFFERENT INDIVIDUAL.

IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS, PLEASE CONTACT EMILY
WICKS, CHOUTEAU COUNTY LIBRARY DIRECTOR, AT (406)
622-5222.

THANK YOU FOR TAKING THE TIME TO COMPLETE THIS
SURVEY!

MONTANA BEEF
IN SCHOOLS!

SUPPORT LOCAL BEEF IN

OUR SCHOOL
2
DONATE: HOW TO GET STARTED
TO ENCOURAGE THE USE OF
LOCAL BEEF IN SCHOOL WITH THE PRODUCER
MEAL PROGRAMS, AND TO
CUT THE COSTS FOR OUR PARTNERSHIP

SCHOOL LUNCH PROGRAM THE PRODUCER PARTNERSHIP IS THE FIRST

FEDERALLY INSPECTED NON-PROFIT
PROCESSING FACILITY IN THE UNITED STATE.
THEY HAVE BEEN IN OPERATION SINCE 202

PAST DONORS
THANK YOU

DANE & KIRSTEN BRADY
BRET & WHITNEY BAHNMILLER
TIM & TAMARIEL CHRISTOPHER
GARY & JEN EVANS
CONN & LORRI FORDER
COLTER & JESSICA TINSEN
SCOTT & WILLOW TINKLENBERG
ZACH & DARCY ZANTO
BART & JACQUE DIEKHANS

FREE OF CHARGE.
READY TO DONATE AN ANIMAL? CONTACT TH
SCHOOL OFFICE FOR MORE INFORMATION O}
VISIT THE PRODUCER PARTNERSHIP AT:
WWW.PRODUCERPARTNERSHIP.COM

oP

———
THE PRODUCER
PARTNERSHIP

HIGHWOOTD

DON’T HAVE A COW?
YOU CAN GIVE A MONETARY
DONATION TO HELP US
PURCHASE ONE! MONETARY
DONATIONS CAN BE SENT OR
DROPPED OFF AT THE
SCHOOL.

AND WILL PROCESS ALL DONATED ANIMALS® "

FIND YOUR CARD

TODAY!

PRE-K
_2ND

HEALTH
SNACKS FOR KIDS

THE BOOSTER CLUB IS SUPPORTING
HEALTHY SNACKS FOR ELEMENTARY

CLASSROOMS ‘ —

SNACKS INCLUDING:

Oranges
Bananas
Beef Sticks
Cheese Sticks
Apples

* WE ARE ASKING PARENTS-OR ANYONE WHO

WOULD LIKE TO CONTRIBUTE-TO CONSIDER A
TAX DEDUCTIBLE DONATION.

* SUGGESTED DONATION FOR HEALTHY SNACKS:
APPROXIMATELY $0.50 PER DAY PER SNACHK, OR $22 PER
QUARTER / $88 PER YEAR. IF YOU'RE ABLE, PLEASE
CONSIDER GIVING A LITTLE MORE TO HELP SUPPORT
FAMILIES WHO MAY NOT BE IN A POSITION TO CONTRIBUTE.

* PLEASE MAKE DONATIONS TO HIGHWOOD BOOSTER CLUB
WITH "SNACK" IN THE MEMO LINE OF YOUR CHECHK

+ DROP CHECH OFF AT OFFICE.

THANK YOU TO EVERYONE WHO HAS DONATED, AND THANK
YOU TO THOSE PLANNING TO DONATE!
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SUN MON TUE WED THUR FRIL

Breakfast [+

Hashbrowns

4 O 7 8

Cereadl Biscuits and Parfait Muffins
Gravy

|| 2 3 H 15

Cered Breakfast Quiche Parfait Donuts

Burrito

18 9 20 2l 22

Cereadl Smoothie | Eggs and |Sausage and] Donuts
Sausage | Hashbrowns

25 26 27 28 29

No School Cereal Cheesy Donuts
Eggs

Notes:
Yogurt, Fruit, Oatmeal with Toppings




[ unch

Tacos, Street Corn,
Fruit & Salad Bar

Super Supreme
Nachos, Fruit and
Salad Bar

5

Mrs. Bushong
Birthday Lunch
Ham & Cheese

Stromboli, French
Fries, Lemon Coke

6

Gyro, Fruit, and
Salad Bar

v

Chili Dogs, Fries,
Root Beer Floats,
Fruit, and Salad Bar

8

BLT, Tator Tots,
Fruit with whipped

cream, Fruit and

Salad Bar

Stroganoff, Bread
Sticks, Cheesy
Broccoli, Lemon

Strawberry Cookie,

Fruit & Salad Bar

2

Shepard Pie, Fruit &
Salad Bar,

Chocolate Creme

Pie

13

Hamburger Mac &
Cheese, Fruit &

Salad Bar

H

Chimichanga, Rice
& Beans,
Strawberry Pretzel
Salad, Fruit & Saled
Bar

|9

Mr. Gondeiro’s
Birthday Lunch
Lasagna, Bread
Sticks, Green
Beans, Fruit & Salad
Bar

18

Spaghetti, Garlic
Bread, Fruit &
Salad Bar

20

No School

9

Chili Dog Cornbread
Bake, Fruit & Salad

Bar

26

Open Face Hot
Turkey Sandwich,
Mashed Potatoes,

GI’“CNY, Lemon BOFS,

Fruit

20

Sloppy Joes, Fruit &
Salad Bar

2

Mac & Cheese, Hot
Dogs, Fruit &
Veggie

2l

Sub Sandwich, Fruit
& Salad Bar

28

Sack Lunch

22

Hot Ham & Cheese
Sandwich, Fries,
Fruit & Salad Bar,
Dirt Cups

29

No School -

Summer‘ BI"GOk




MAY 2026 EDITION

‘ : Maximize your school's
1°P$ 3 B ox To P I c s > end-of-year earnings.

FOR
EDUCATION ‘

'8OX

MONTHLY
9N BONUS OFFERS

e Offers are valid on a single transaction from 5/1/26-5/31/26 . ©

Buy 2, Earn 4 Buy 2, Earn 4 Buy 2, Earn 4
on Pillsbury products* on Annie’s products* on Old El Paso products*

TEAM

Buy 2,Earn 4 Buy 2, Earn 4 Buy 4, Earn 20
on Nature Valley on Cinnamon Toast on all products while
products* Crunch products* supplies last

*Must submit your receipt within 14 days of purchase. Limit 5 claims per receipt.
vy o ey @B @ &N N A N A S S Sy A S S &S O

Follow us on
Instagram @btfe

CELEBRATE CINCO DEMAYO WITH OLD EL PASO™ *
Stock up on your family’s favorites to get ready for the

festivities — plus earn extra on all Old El Paso products ‘
with this month’s bonus offer.

See all participating products at BTFE.com/products ’

SEE PRODUCTS & LEARN MORE ABOUT
THE BOX TOPS APP AT BTFE.COM

DON'T HAVE THE BOX TOPS
APP YET? DOWNLOAD IT NOW:




	Highwood Public School
	NEWSLETTER
	FROM THE OFFICE
	Our Mission Statement
	It is the mission of the Highwood Public Schools to provide educational excellence that meets the individual learning needs of every student with the expectation that all students will reach their highest potential with the skills and knowledge to become successful, productive citizens in a changing society.

	Superintendent’s Message
	Dear Highwood School Families, Community Members, and Friends,
	April Showers Bring May Flowers-although here in Montana, it sometimes feels like those flowers might still be peeking through a layer of fresh snow. Even so, the changing season is a reminder that the end of another incredible school year is quickly approaching!
	The past few weeks have been especially busy and rewarding. Our 8-12 band and choir students represented Highwood with pride at the District Music Festival, earning high marks and praise. One of our soloists qualified for the State Music Festival and will
	be performing in Helena on May 2nd. We are also looking forward to one of our favorite spring traditions, the Spring Concert and Art Walk, on May 7th at 6:30 PM. This event is a wonderful opportunity to showcase the creativity and talent of our students, both musically and artistically.
	On May 12th, we will be hosting the Highwood School Sports Physical Clinic with Zanto Medical Clinic. This provides a convenient opportunity for students planning to participate in athletics next school year to complete their required physicals early. Taking care of this now helps ensure a smooth start to fall sports and allows families to be better prepared. The required forms are available on the website.
	Our middle school students will be heading out on their trip May 14–15. They will travel to Fairmont and explore Lewis and Clark Caverns, along with other educational stops. These experiences extend learning beyond the classroom and create lasting memories for our students.
	Meanwhile, our student-athletes continue to work hard and find success in track and golf! As post season competitions approach, we are proud of their dedication, sportsmanship, and representation of Highwood School.
	May also brings a bittersweet milestone as we prepare to honor and celebrate our graduating seniors. To Judah, Treyton, and Alex, we are incredibly proud of you all. Your contributions to Highwood School, whether in the classroom, through extra-curricular activities, or in leadership roles, have made a lasting impact. We wish you the very best as you take your next steps and we look forward to all you will accomplish in the years ahead!  Graduation will be held on May 23rd at 6:00 PM. Please join us to celebrate the Class of 2026!
	As we close out the school year, I want to thank our entire school community. To our staff, your dedication, care, and commitment do not go unnoticed. To our families, thank you for your continued partnership and support. And to our students, thank you for the energy, curiosity, and positivity you bring to our school each and every day. I encourage families to stay engaged and support students in finishing Highwood STRONG. I wish everyone a safe, restful, and enjoyable summer! We look forward to welcoming students and staff back in August, ready for another year of learning and growth!

	Sincerely,  Ms. Brianna Bowman Superintendent of Highwood Public Schools
	highwood.k12.mt.us
	160 West St S. Highwood, MT 59450
	(406)733-2081




	MARK YOUR CALENDAR
	Important School Dates
	May 2: State Music Festival
	May 5: 4th/5th Gr. Ag Day Field Trip
	May 7: Spring Concert (PreK-12)
	May 8: 2nd Gr. Mother’s Day Breakfast @ 8:15 AM
	May 9: Chess Tournament
	May 10: May After-School Program Payment Due
	May 10: 39th Annual Fireman’s Mother’s Day Breakfast @ 8:00 AM - 1:00 PM
	May 11: 4th/5th Gr. Helena Heritage Center Field Trip
	May 12: Highwood School Sports Physical Clinic
	May 12: 3rd Gr. Rocky Boy Buffalo Project Field Trip
	May 14: Broadwater Hot Springs Field Trip
	May 14-15: Middle School Trip
	May 15: 2nd/3rd Gr. Cabin Field Trip
	May 22: Last Day of School for Seniors
	May 22: High School Athletic Awards @ 6 PM
	May 23: Graduation @ 6 PM
	May 25: No School - Memorial Day
	May 28: Elementary Academic Awards @ 9 AM
	May 28: Middle School Academic & Athletic Awards @ 1 PM
	May 28: Last Day of School

	May Birthdays
	May 1:  David D.
	May 3: Eden M.
	May 4: Aiden G.
	May 5: Mrs. Bushong
	May 14: Madison I.
	May 20: Mr. Gondeiro
	May 21: Maverick P.
	May 26: Emmalee Kay G.
	May 27: Braxton C.
	May 29: Adelynne B.
	May 29: Reid B.
	May 31: Zion M.

	MS Track Dates
	May 1 (Fri): Highwood / St. Patrick’s Invite @ Great Falls
	May 8 (Fri): Choteau MS Meet @ Choteau
	May 9 (Sat): North Star Meet @ Havre
	May 13 (Wed): 9C District HS Meet @ Havre
	May 20 - 21 (Wed - Thu): Northern C Divisional Meet @ Great Falls

	HS Track Dates
	May 2 (Sat): Celtic Classic @ Great Falls
	May 4 (Mon): Jason Groseclose Memorial @ Rudyard
	May 5 (Tue): Cascade Top 8 @ Great Falls
	May 8 (Fri): Fergus Booster Invite @ Lewistown
	May 9 (Sat): Al Walker Memorial Stillwater Meet @ Laurel
	May 13 (Wed): 9C District HS Meet @ Havre
	May 20 - 21 (Wed - Thu): Northern C Divisional Meet @ Great Falls
	May 28 - 30 (Thu - Sat): MHSA Class A - C State Track @ Laurel

	HS Golf Dates
	May 1 (Fri): Choteau Class C @  Choteau Country Club (Choteau)
	May 2 (Sat): Highwood Tournament @ Signal Point Golf Club (Fort Benton)
	May 6 (Wed): Last Ditch Qualifier Tournament @ Judith Shadows Golf Course(Lewistown)
	May 11 (Mon): Western C Divisional Tournament @ Marias Valley Country Club (Shelby)
	May 18 - 20 (Mon - Wed): State C Tournament @ Marias Valley Country Club (Shelby)

	Sports Schedules
	All sports schedules are subject to change due to referee shortages or for other reasons out of our control. Please be sure to check the school website for up-to-date schedules.

	School Building Entry
	To ensure the safety of all students and staff, Highwood School will continue to keep all outside doors locked from 8:15 AM to 3:23 PM on school days. Anyone entering the building after 8:15 AM must ring the doorbell and identify themselves. Once inside, visitors are required to sign in at the office. We also kindly ask parents to wait outside until the final bell rings at the end of the school day to help keep the entryway clear and accessible. Thank you for your cooperation in keeping our school safe.
	highwood.k12.mt.us
	160 West St S. Highwood, MT 59450
	(406)733-2081


	HIGHWOOD HAPPENINGS
	Donors Choose
	Donors Choose is featured on the Highwood School website as an easy and meaningful way to directly support our classrooms. Through Donors Choose, teachers can request specific materials and resources their students need, and community members can choose projects to fund that matter most to them. It’s a simple way to make a direct impact on student learning and help our classrooms continue to thrive.

	Spring Concert: May 7th
	The Highwood School K–12 Spring Concert will be held on Thursday, May 7th, at 6:30 PM. Students from all grade levels will be performing a variety of music they have been preparing throughout the semester. The concert is a great opportunity to celebrate student growth and enjoy an evening of music from our school musicians. Families and community members are encouraged to attend and support the students.

	Annual 2nd Grade Mother’s Day Breakfast: May 8th
	To celebrate all that you do, the 2nd grade class would like to honor the 2nd grade moms, step-moms, and other special people in their lives with a light breakfast. Guests will enjoy coffee, juice, fruit, and pastries while spending time with their student. The 2nd Grade Class
	is excited to host its Annual Mother’s Day Breakfast, beginning at 8:30 AM to 10:00 AM! Please RSVP by May 4th. We hope you can join us for this special morning!

	Preparing Your Child for Learning Workshop: May 19th
	Parents of incoming K1, K2, 1st, and 2nd grade students are strongly encouraged to attend the  “Preparing Your Child for Learning” Workshop on Tuesday, May 19th at 5:30 PM in the school library. Ms. Coleman will share simple, practical strategies that families can use in everyday life to support learning at home. These tips are designed to help children stay engaged in learning, problem-solving, and critical thinking skills, making for a smoother transition back into school in the fall. We hope to see many families there for this helpful and informative session.

	For Sale: Yearbooks & Calendars
	The 2024–2025 yearbooks are now available for purchase for $45.00. Please make checks payable to Highwood School and include “Yearbook” in the memo line. The 2025–2026 Smithsonian Calendars are also available for $10.00. Thank you for your continued support!

	State Testing Updates: Grades 3-8
	The Montana Aligned to Standards Through-Year (MAST) Program features a series of short, standards-aligned math and ELA tests that are administered throughout the year. The third testing window will be open from March 30th through May 22nd. The goal of this assessment is to develop a system that provides timely and relevant feedback for teachers and students, as well as comparable summative data for education leaders. Along with this, students in Grades 5 and 8 will participate in the annual administration of the state Science Assessment this spring. If you have any questions regarding testing, please reach out to Ms. Bowman at bbowman@highwood.k12.mt.us.

	Food Allergies
	The breakfast and lunch program at Highwood School is nut-free. The school building itself is not a nut-free zone. However, the school is committed to keeping the building safe for all students by prohibiting food in common areas. If your child has a food allergy and plans to eat breakfast or lunch at the school, the school is required to have documentation of the allergy (from a medical professional) to keep on file. When birthday or party treats are provided in the classroom, students must choose from the list
	highwood.k12.mt.us
	160 West St S. Highwood, MT 59450
	(406)733-2081


	HIGHWOOD HAPPENINGS
	of Highwood School Acceptable  Treats. Food is NOT permitted on the school bus routes or activity buses during school trips. More information regarding the School Peanut/Tree Nut Allergy Agreement can be found in the Student Handbook.
	COMMUNICATION STATION
	Stay Up-To-Date
	Stay up-to date by consistently checking the Weekly Bulletin (published every Thursday), the Monthly Newsletter, and the Mountaineer Minute! The Mountaineer Minute offers a convenient two-week preview of field trips, athletic events, bus times, and more, making it easy to plan ahead. All publications are available on the school website. If you would like a hard copy, stop by the school any time! We strongly encourage you to explore other helpful areas of the website:
	News – Important updates and announcements
	Athletics - Schedules, streaming, and volunteer agreements
	Calendars - Field Trips, school events, dress-up days, and more
	Resources - Forms, schedules, and more
	Support our School - Donors Choose, school debit card, box topics, and more
	Community Section – Local events, resources, and opportunities
	You can also stay informed by following our Highwood School
	Facebook page, where we share reminders, highlights, and  celebrations from around the school. The link to our Facebook page is also located under the “News” dropdown on the website. We encourage all families and community members to visit our website and Facebook page regularly for the latest information. Thank you for helping us stay connected!

	ClassDojo
	ClassDojo is a communication platform with parents for all students. This page shares important information such as announcements, events, news, athletic schedules, field trip details, and important deadlines. Please check ClassDojo regularly to stay informed and connected throughout the school year. Thank you for your support, we look forward to keeping everyone in the loop. If you have not yet been connected to ClassDojo, the QR codes for entry are on the website under “Student Resources.”

	Infinite Campus-Parent Portal
	Parents may create a parent account in Infinite Campus to access their children’s grades, attendance, meal balance, and receive instant messages from the school. If you have not created an account or have forgotten your login information, please contact the school office.


	COUNSELOR’S CORNER
	Mental Health Support
	Highwood School is partnering with parentguidance.org to provide education and therapeutic support to empower and give families support for their child’s mental health. As parents in our district, you can now go to parentguidance.org and take part in several on-demand courses covering a variety of topics. The link to these courses can be found on the Highwood School Website under “Resources.”

	Selective Service
	Under federal law, virtually all men must register with the Selective Service within 30 days of their 18th birthday. The Selective Service System also accepts early submissions of registration information by 17-year-old men. The Agency holds their registration  information and automatically enters their data into the system when they turn 18. The fastest way to register is at: www.sss.gov

	Montana Cares
	Highwood is participating in the Montana Cares app, and aside from anonymous reporting, the app can help connect you with: therapists, crisis counselors, abuse or violence intervention,
	highwood.k12.mt.us
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	HIGHWOOD HAPPENINGS
	food insecurity, housing problems, and more. You can reach out through the app for yourself  or   someone else. Download the app and search for Highwood School.
	MOUNTAINEER HIGHLIGHTS
	Spring Sports Schedule
	Spring sports season is flying by, bringing excitement and competition outdoors. Track and golf are underway, and it’s great to see our student-athletes back in action. As always, spring weather can be unpredictable, which may lead to  schedule changes, delays, or cancellations. We encourage everyone to regularly check the active schedule on the school website to stay up to date with the most accurate information. Your flexibility and support are greatly appreciated during this time. We look forward to a great season. Come out and support the Mountaineers!


	SMALL TOWN SCOOP
	Piano Recital: May 2nd
	Natalie Faltin will be hosting a Piano Recital on Saturday, May 2nd, at 2:00 PM, at Our Saviors Lutheran Church in Great Falls. Students
	who have been taking piano lessons with Natalie at the school will be performing and showcasing all of their hard work and progress. We invite families and community members to come out and support these talented students!

	39th Annual Fireman’s Mother’s Day Breakfast: May 10th
	Mother’s Day is on Sunday, May 10th this year! The Highwood Fire Department will be hosting its Annual Mother’s Day Breakfast from 8:00 AM to 1:00 PM. Come on down to Highwood Public School to enjoy the great food the firemen cook up, great company, and celebrate the amazing mothers in our lives! Mothers eat for free, and all others pay by donation. There will be door prizes for mothers as well! We hope to see you there!

	Fire Extinguishers Service & Replace: May 11th
	The Highwood Fire Department invites community members to bring their fire extinguishers to the fire hall for inspection and servicing. Please drop off your extinguishers any time before May 11th, ensuring that each one is clearly labeled with your name and phone number. Fasst Fire Extinguisher Services will be on-site at the fire hall on May 11th at
	9:00 AM to service existing extinguishers and provide new ones for purchase. We strongly encourage everyone to take advantage of this opportunity. Community participation helps ensure continued service visits and support for Highwood. If you have any questions or concerns,  please contact Highwood Volunteer Fire Chief Rudi Birgenheier at (406) 788-0231, or reach out to any Highwood Volunteer Fire Department member.

	Highwood Women’s Club Softball Tournament
	Dust off your mitt and start stretching now! (No, really — we don’t want anyone pulling a hammie!) The Third Annual Highwood Summer Slam Softball Tournament is officially set for Saturday, May 30, and it’s time to start building your dream team. Between now and then, gather your friends, family members, coworkers, or former teammates and register for a full day of fun, friendly competition, and community spirit. The tournament is open to both adults and high school students, making it a great opportunity for multi-generational teams to hit the field together. Team registration is $150 per team, with a minimum of eight players per team. Be sure to secure your spot by registering before May 20th. To sign up, call or text Leah Johnson at (406) 210-2852.
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	HIGHWOOD HAPPENINGS
	Concessions and kids’ activities will be available throughout the day, so even those who aren’t playing can enjoy the festivities. Mark your calendars, round up your roster, and get ready for a great day at the ballpark!
	Senior Center Updates
	The HIGHWOOD SENIOR CENTER is open for business! Come on down any Monday or Thursday at noon for a great meal. Anyone of any age is welcome for a suggested donation of $6.00. The Highwood Senior Center is seeking a reliable and friendly cook to prepare 8–10 meals per month on Mondays and Thursdays. This position includes meal planning, food shopping, and approximately 60 hours of work per month. Pay: $15 per hour, with opportunities for raises. Please contact Alice Iverson at 406-733-2138 for more information.

	Women’s Open Gym
	All women and girls 12 years old and up are welcome to join us Monday evenings throughout the summer for open gym (if you are younger than 12 and want to come, come anyway! We might be able to get you in if numbers are low). We will plan on 6-8 PM. The first and third Mondays of each month we will play basketball and the second and fourth Mondays we will play volleyball. Come in, get some exercise, hone your volleyball and basketball skills and get some social time with other
	women in the community! If you have questions contact Jenna Baum at 406-781-6762.

	2026 VBS: July 6-10
	Vacation Bible School is coming this summer! Children ages 4 through those who have completed 5th grade are invited to attend a fun and engaging week of activities. The program will be held July 6–10 from 9:00–11:30 AM at the hall. Participants can look forward to a variety of exciting experiences, including games, lessons, and activities designed to make learning fun and meaningful. Additional details and registration information will be shared at a later date. Please mark your calendars and plan to join us for a great week!

	Azure Standard
	Azure Standard is offering organic, non-GMO, and bulk groceries and household products. First-time customers can use NEW10 (10% off $50–$100) or NEW15 (15% off $100+). Two percent of sales from this drop will support our local youth group. Questions? Contact Kirsten Brady (406)231-9399 or Stevy Rood (406)868-2563.

	Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library
	Children, ages birth to 5, who live within the Sun River Electric
	Cooperative service territory, are eligible to sign up for free kids books! You can register online at https://imaginationlibrary.com/usa/affiliate/MTSUNRIVER/ Thank you to Sun River Electric Cooperative for sponsoring this program!

	Hunter Education and Bow Hunter Education Classes: May 1-2 & May 8-9 (Bow)
	Highwood will host Hunter Education and Bowhunter Education classes this spring at the Highwood Community Hall. Hunter Education will be held Friday, May 1 from 6:00–9:00 PM and Saturday, May 2 from 9:00 AM–4:00 PM (please bring a lunch). Bowhunter Education will take place Friday, May 8 from 6:00–9:00 PM and Saturday, May 9 starting at 9:00 AM, including the required field exercise and testing. A live fire exercise will be conducted, so students must bring hearing protection (safety glasses provided). All hunters born after January 1, 1985 must complete certification. Youth must be at least 11 years old and turn 12 by January 16, 2027 (must be 12 to bow hunt). Register at fwp.mt.gov/education/hunter. For more information, contact Dan Grove at 406-733-2125 or 406-750-9470, or Scott Tinklenberg at 406-733-2314.
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	FUN & GAMES
	Jokes of the Month
	Q1: Where do baby cats go swimming?
	Q2:  When do monkeys fall from the sky?
	Q3: Why do students wear a cap to graduation?

	Word Search of the Month
	May Flower Spring School Chirp Green Baseball Allergy Graduate Memorial

	Sudoku of the Month
	Quote of the Month
	“May is the most beautiful month of the year, a month alive with warm color. The flowers and trees are in full bloom, and even the sun joins this rhapsody be emitting warmer rays.” ~Lillian Berliner

	Did you know?
	May is National Photography Month. Focus your attention on sharpening your skills. Master the art of composition or learn how to use that fancy camera you bought. The entire month is dedicated to photography.

	Maze of the Month
	Crossword of the Month
	Down:
	A school outing to learn outside the classroom.
	Winter, Summer, & _________ & Fall
	A person who helps students learn new things
	Warm light from the sky on a clear day

	Across:
	Eating a meal outdoors, often on a blanket
	A place where flowers or vegetables grow
	A ceremony celebrating moving to the next level
	Cherry ______________
	No School - _____________ Day
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	Chouteau County Library 2026 Highwood Interest Survey
	This survey is intended for residents of Chouteau County, including those living in Highwood, Montana, and surrounding areas such as Shonkin and Montague. You do not need to live in Highwood specifically to participate; however, you must be a resident of Chouteau County.
	This is a brief survey open to individuals of all ages. Please complete only one response per person. Multiple responses per household are welcome, as long as each is completed by a different individual.
	If you have any questions, please contact Emily Wicks, Chouteau County Library Director, at (406) 622-5222.
	Thank you for taking the time to complete this survey!



	MONTANA BEEF
	IN SCHOOLS!
	SUPPORT LOCAL BEEF IN  OUR SCHOOL
	WHY DONATE?
	HOW TO GET STARTED WITH THE PRODUCER PARTNERSHIP
	PAST DONORS




